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against duelling, swearing, and cock-fighting, and passing similar acts of its own. One was directed against the vagrants and " idle, dissolute " persons who abounded in all parts of the country. Amongst them, "the bigots of that iron time" included fiddlers and minstrels taken " playing or making music " in taverns, who were declared punishable as " rogues and vagabonds." A second act was aimed at the professional gamesters about London, who made it their trade " to cheat and debauch the young gentry." A third act enforced the Puritan Sabbath in all its severity. On that day, no shops might be opened and no manufactures carried on. No travelling was to be allowed, except in cases of necessity attested by a certificate from a justice, and persons "vainly and profanely walking on the day aforesaid" were to be punished. Sunday closing was the rule for all inns and alehouses, though the dressing or sale of victuals in a moderate way, " for the use of such as cannot otherwise be provided for," was permitted.
Much of this drastic legislation was ineffective. In some cases it went far beyond the feeling of the times. Juries steadily refused to convict persons charged with adultery under the act of 1650, and it is doubtful whether the capital penalty was ever actually inflicted. In many places, the local authorities were indifferent or timid. " We may have good laws," said the Protector, " against the common country disorders that are everywhere, yet who is to execute them?" Hardly the country justices. " A justice of the peace shall by most be wondered